Welland Centennial Secondary School
School Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, February 23, 2015

In attendance: 
Shelly Cutts, Sherill Roberts, Elizabeth Maltais and Christine Brochu. Nigel Evans, Norbert Kuebeck, and Domenic Sardella. Student Council Representatives: Vinay Sharma and Lianne Bankert.
Regrets: 
Pam Swick-Janjac, Jeff Etling, Laurie Fransden, Larry Lemelin, Cathy Alakas, Anita Thompson, and Amy Datema

Meeting Start time 7:06pm
1. Liz and Sherill opened up meeting looking at minutes of January’s meeting.
2. Vinay Sharma motioned to accept the minutes and Norbert Kuebeck seconded the motion to accept the minutes. 
3. Domenic Sardella here to present our professional development. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Domenic Sardella, (Program Leader for Student Services at Centennial), explained his role and process for post-secondary preparation. Meets with students to talk about what presentations they should head to. College-bound or University-bound students have two separate presentations. U-managing course loads, time lines, pre-requisites being taken care of…w/ college, usually only English mandatory, sometimes math. Timelines most important to students. Research very important for students to do themselves and with enough time to spare. OSAP presentation in April. College & University OSAP presentations are practically the same. OSAP is one area Centennial doesn’t have a lot of information about as it is very individually oriented so students are encouraged to go directly to OSAP representatives for accurate information.
-January 14-University and February 2-College deadlines for applications. Last day of school is last time for questions info from Guidance before applying to college/university. Marks were just sent out within the last few weeks to college and university and late August again. Advice: Don’t go by what your parents and teachers are telling you –go by what guidance tells you-the most accurate. 
Mr. Sardella would like to give grade 11’s the information that the grade 12’s received the year earlier to help them get thinking about what they want to do. Also, students are encouraged to visit the schools to get a feel for where they are most comfortable.
-Course Intention sheets-Grade 10 to Grade 11 very important transition as students need to start choosing what areas they are going into. In small classroom settings, students get to ask questions while guidance teachers circulate around the room. Gaged by student success. 
-‘Our Republic’ community hours completed online. After March break, grade nines will begin this process. Next year incoming grade nines and rest of school keeping track of hours online. Co-op logs may be done this way in the future as well. Students have always been encouraged to keep portfolios and this way there will be an electronic portfolio with all their volunteering hours, extra-curricular activities, etc. will be documented online.
-Career cruising being done online as well. AEP-Annual Education Plans for Students have been scrapped and now IPP-Individual Pupil Plan-grade 9 – career matchmaker and learning style. Board is saying it has to be done and is now implemented. Grade ten more with resume planning, Grade 11/12-school research, interest surveys. Kids are utilizing program more on their own.
SHSM (Specialist High Skills Major)-, Arts and Culture &  Construction as well as French Immersion are the SHSM courses that Centennial presently offers. Health and wellness is the program we are hoping to acquire(target audience –students taking sciences and phys. Ed kids-certification opportunities).

4. Chair Report (by Liz Maltais and Sherill Roberts) 
Sue Barnett here to share….Health and Phys. Ed Curriculum… For more information the website is: 
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum
More money into special education-hopefully kindergarten, increased staff education, Coming up the Specialist High Skills Major-April 8 Awards Banquet, a gaming challenge April 24-26 at Scotia Bank Center in Falls, Connect Conference-technical post-secondary stuff in Feb, Concussion conference in April. EFN-Education Foundation of Niagara provides funds for students in needs, when funding isn’t provided by ministry, EFN prompt on DSBN website-poverty relief, and other opportunities coming up on the calendar.
-$500-money available for Parent Council to make use of-has not been utilized yet.

5. Students’ Council Report-
Lianne Bankert-food items, every item you brought in, you got a ticket-turned out 
Semi-formal-huge success. Price was $45, price was $38 so student council only made $7 to go towards other items such as D.J., etc.
Valentine’s Day-Candygrams $1.00 each
Spirit Week-March 9-13th:Monday-mix and match,Tues-Twin Tuesday, Wed.-Water wing Wed., Thurs.-Tuxedo Thurs., and Friday-Cougar Wear and Spirit Assembly. 
In spring, Coffee House-talent, invitations drawn up for businesses, parents, selling bracelets, caf games, and mental health initiative. 
Vinay mentioned there was a Senate meeting-‘elephant’ in the room, addressing the elephant in the room & the elephant in the room is mental health. Wednesday, the 25th is Pink Shirt day for Anti-bullying awareness. Friday, March 6 OSAID Trivia Night Dinner, $15. 
Note from Nigel: Carol Todd, Mother of Suicide Victim Amanda Todd will not be coming to Centennial on March 3rd.

6. Administrator’s Report-Nigel Evans
198 grade nines so far for next year. Sports teams all doing well. Arts Showcase, Dance Showcase March 11th, Literacy Test March 26th. There is a literacy test committee where we might be the first to try the practice test online. Mr. Kuebeck continues to work with the math teachers at the school. Concussion conference-new school policy and procedure coming up to talk about this important issue. New French curriculum coming out so this is getting looked into. D2L is being utilized by more teachers and there is a focus group at the school of 6 teachers. Mr. Evans described the semi-formal was a nice night with a great group of kids. 

7. Round Table:
Liz-loved the arts showcase
Vinay-going to Ottawa for conference, excited about it
Lianne-praised Mr. Sardella for excellent assistance in helping them to prepare for post-secondary
Norbert-Early bird reports-March 9, via the classroom teacher
Parent Teacher interviews, Tuesday, March 24th 6:30-8:30pm with phoning and booking
Shelly-said her daughter is at university and daughter was well prepared by Centennial Staff 
Sherill-heard decorations were well done at semi-formal, Arts showcase amazing. 

8. Adjournment: 8:10pm-Next meeting, April 20, 2015-Room 116

